
April  6, 2022 

Several of the lots on Kimpton Brook 

Road were purchased over the previous 

year. This is a private road off NH Route 

4A near the junction with Granite Hill 

Road. As such, the road is not maintained 

by the town. 

The developer of the subdivision, Ken-

ny Clarke, has standing agreements with 

recent purchasers of property on Kimp-

ton Brook Road that he will maintain the 

road. 

All Wilmot residents who wish to de-

velop parcels with frontage on private 

roads are required to sign a waiver form 

as part of the process for approving ap-

plications for driveway permits and/or 

certificates of zoning compliance 

(formerly building permits). 

Select board chair Gary Palumbo sug-

gested that a letter be written to Kimpton 

Brook Road developer Kenny Clarke to 

make sure that all parties had the same 

understanding of the situation.  

April  19, 2022 

As a follow-up to old business, Chair 

Palumbo asked road agent Tim Martin to 

outline all specifications required for 

Kimpton Brook Road to meet town 

standards and document what has been 

completed and if the work is to the 

standards defined. All of this will be veri-

fied in writing.  

The select board directed the town 

administrator to write a letter to all town 

boards, committees, and local organiza-

tions that hold meetings in the town 

offices’ public room. Going forward, 

these groups will be asked to schedule 

meetings outside of hours during which 

the town offices are open (9-4 p.m., 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday). 

There is not enough space for a meet-

ing to take place and for the town staff to 

meet with members of the public at the 

same time. 

 

 

May 4, 2022 

Property and land-use clerk Bill Chais-

son asked permission to form a Commu-

nity Power Plan committee. Chaisson 

explained that community power essen-

tially creates a buying club for residents. 

This “aggregate” buys power from 

sources of the residents’ choosing. The 

power continues to be distributed by the 

owner of the infrastructure, which for 

most Wilmot residents is N.H. Electric 

Cooperative. What changes is the source 

of the power. The committee members 

will create a plan that includes options 

for buying electricity from renewable 

sources, affordable sources, local sources, 

and blends of all three. 

As part of the plan, the town may 

choose to develop its own power sources 

in the form of solar panels or hydro-

electric, but this is not a required element 

of the endeavor. 

The committee will decide whether the 

plan is to be opt-in or opt-out. 

Palumbo asked for information about 

administrative costs and samples of case 

studies of similar projects in comparable 

towns. Chaisson promised to do so and 

mentioned that the nearest town under-

taking a community power plan is Warn-

er and that the smallest he knew of is 

Harrisville (population 951) in Cheshire 

County. 

Member Jonathan Schwartz made the 

motion to form the committee. All were 

in favor.  

The local committee will work with the 

Community Power Coalition of New 

Hampshire to put together a standard 

plan for the town. The local committee 

will meet approximately once a month 

for perhaps a year to prepare the plan. 

Local people with engineering and re-

gional planning experience would have 

valuable expertise to contribute. 

Anyone who wishes to be a member of 

the committee should contact Chaisson at 

property@wilmotnh.org or (603) 526-

4802. ֍ 
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Community power committee approved 
Should Tannery Pond dam produce electricity again?                      (Photo: Shandi Elliott) 



March 17, 2022 

Tom Conway, the owner of 78 Pan-

cake Street, came in for a conceptual 

meeting with the planning board. These 

meetings are informal and information-

al. They don’t require the property own-

er to submit any plans and nothing dis-

cussed is binding. They are an oppor-

tunity for questions to be asked and 

answers to be supplied. 

Conway stores his landscaping equip-

ment at the Pancake Street site. It is also 

a temporary holding site for logs re-

moved in the course of his work. The 

property was previously owned by Jeff 

Sanborn, who ran Blackwater Auto 

Body Repair there for many years.  

The parcel is in a residential district. 

When Conway and his father bought the 

property in 2020, they received a vari-

ance from the Wilmot Zoning Board of 

Adjustment because his commercial use 

is different from Sanborn’s. 

Conway has since purchased property 

on Old Winslow Road and intends to 

live there and run his business out of 

this larger, more secluded lot. His ques-

tions for the board pertained to what 

paperwork would be necessary if he 

rented Pancake Street to someone with 

the same or a different use.  

He would be allowed to rent it be-

cause there was nothing in the condi-

tions attached to the ZBA or planning 

board approvals that forbade him from 

doing so. 

Property and land-use clerk Bill 

Chaisson told Conway that a variance 

would be needed if anyone other than a 

landscaper used the property. Variances 

are very specific and are associated with 

the property, not the owner. 

Recent decisions by the boards re-

garding Russ Jewell’s reanimation of his 

father’s maintenance garage on Route 11 

did proscribe any renting of space. The 

boards heard from a nearby abutter 

who was concerned about the amount 

of noise and activity that would be asso-

ciated with a car repair business so 

close to their home. In contrast, the 

abutters to the Conway parcel on Pan-

cake live farther away and at the 2020 

public hearings did not raise objections 

to the nature of his business.  

Conway then asked whether he could 

park his equipment at his Old Winslow 

property before he finished constructing 

a house there.  

Owners may seek permission to run a 

business in the residential district if 

they live on the same lot. If the planning 

board decides that the business has little 

impact on the surrounding residents, it 

will be judged a home occupation. If the 

impact is greater—in terms of noise, 

visitors to the property, and visual im-

pact—then it may be judged a cottage 

industry and must then go through site 

plan review. 

Site plan review includes a public 

hearing to which abutting property 

owners are invited in order to give their 

views on the proposed use. The plan-

ning board may or may not decide to 

permit the use. 

Ordinarily, the residential use should 

precede the commercial use. That is, the 

property owner should live at the site 

and then introduce the business. Con-

way was asking if the order might be 

reversed, because he is having great 

difficulty finding a contractor to build 

his new home any time soon. 

Chaisson said the planning board 

would ask him to sign a document that 

promised to get the house built within a 

prescribed period after he began storing 

his equipment there. 

The decision as to whether his busi-

ness was judged to be a home occupa-

tion or a cottage industry would be 

made later. What is said during a con-

ceptual meeting is non-binding, but it 

helps a property owner decide how to 

proceed. 

*** 

 Planning board member Jonathan 

Schwartz resigned because he was elect-

ed to the select board in the March elec-

tion. He will, however, return to the 

planning board as the liaison from se-

lect board, replacing Gary Palumbo.  

With Schwartz’s resignation, alter-

nate member Heather Mather became a 

voting member to fill the vacancy.  

Polly Crocker, who is a professional 

planner with a specialty in storm-water 

management, joined the board as an 

alternate. 

The planning board still needs anoth-

er alternate, and the zoning board needs 

two. Contact Bill Chaisson at proper-

ty@wilmotnh.org if you are interested 

or have questions. ֍ 

vacancy 

The Town of Wilmot is looking for a part-time  
handy-person to do minor repairs and maintenance  

at town-owned properties. Contact  

admin@wilmotnh.org or call 603-526-4802. 

Cassey Brook headwaters were bank full after the May 16 downpour. (Photo: B. Chaisson) 

Ins and outs of 

home occupations 


