
Board chair Jeff Gill said the plan being 

presented did not have a version number 

on it and did not indicate what was being 

changed from the original plan. Davis 

said that was presented at the previous 

meeting [in December 2020]. Gill still 

wanted to see it again. He said that the 

only thing that has changed since then is 

that the site lighting was moved around. 

Gill pointed out that he did not know 

that; he had to take Davis's word for it.  

Davis said he assumed the board was 

looking at it as if it were a fresh site plan. 

Gill said no. After plan is approved they 

want to see each iteration of a drawing as 

changes are made. Bruzga said that 

should be written in the zoning ordi-

nance. Jeff said he has been asking for all 

this since he became chair. Davis said it 

is not in the town's regulations or on the 

application checklist.

1. the removal of the berm and construc-

tion of the wall (planter) 

2. the addition of the five patios 

3. the realignment of the parking lot 

4. the addition of the lights for the patios 

He 

added two additional stipulations: 

1. No other changes from the last ap-

proved drawing of Aug. 6, 2018 are 

identified or approved. Changes not 

on this list are not approved. 

2. Any future changes/additions will be 

brought before the Planning Board 

before the work is started. 

Palumbo wanted to know if Davis and 

Bruzga agreed with the board's summary 

of the changes. They did agree. ֍ 
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 vacancy 

The Town of Wilmot is looking for a commis-

sioner to the Upper Valley-Lake Sunapee Region-

al Planning Commission. Contact property 

@wilmotnh.org or call 603-526-4802. 

Selected Changes OK’d at Old Winslow  

Fall 2021 was not a spectacular year for foliage, but it had its moments. In the first week of 

October the maples had gone red, but the birches were just beginning to yellow and the 

oaks were still green. (Photo: Bill Chaisson) 



September 22, 2021 

The select board issued a stop-work 

order for 6 Old Winslow Road after the 

property owner began unauthorized 

paving of the parking lot. Select board 

members directed Meghan Foley, the 

town administrator, to prepare a letter 

to Dan Bruzga, the property owner, 

about the violation, directing him to 

complete all required applications for 

any further actions that are beyond the 

scope of the Planning Board decision 

(see previous story) and to copy the 

engineer Will Davis with Horizons Engi-

neering. 

Bruzga has had multiple stop-work 

orders from the state fire marshal's 

office. He has a history of repeatedly 

changing plans without approval after 

being made aware of the town process-

es on many occasions. The property 

owner continues to exhibit disregard of 

town's ordinances and oversight au-

thority. 

The Board of Selectmen is the en-

forcement body for Wilmot. It is com-

pelled to ensure that property owners 

follow the letter of decisions of the zon-

ing board of adjustment and the plan-

ning board. ֍ 

• • • 

 

I n the 1890s there was not yet a 

road agent or a formal highway 

department staff. Instead, resi-

dents of the town were paid hour-

ly wages for work they did on the roads. 

In 1894, for example, B.C. Keneston was 

paid $1.50 for road work he did in De-

cember. In 1906 he was paid the lump 

sum of $8.20 for “keeping his own high-

way for the year.” This suggests that the 

men listed in the town report and rec-

orded as being paid were taking care of 

the highway adjacent to their own property.  

Roads are frequently named for the 

family farms they pass through or by. 

Kenniston Road still exists. It is a spur 

off Atwood Road, which is named for 

yet another 19th century farming family. 

Benjamin Keneston is listed among the 

deaths in 1914; he died on August 13 at 

age 87, which means he was doing 

highway maintenance work at age 81.  

B.S. Kinerson, a different man, lived 

at the end of Kinerson (now Pocket) 

Road was paid $9.90 out of the highway 

account in 1907. Kinerson, a Civil War 

veteran, would have been in his 60s in 

1907. He died in 1915.  

Lucien Morrill owned land along 

North Wilmot Road, and in 1917 he 

bought a parcel north of Kinerson Road, 

which he quickly sold to Stephen Evans, 

and he also held a mortgage for Evans. 

In 1916, both men were paid $16.60 and 

$2.40, respectively for road mainte-

nance. 

The town report lists dozens of names 

of men like these, presumably from all 

over Wilmot, who were paid out of the 

highway budget for road maintenance. 

For many years, B.C. Keniston (his 

name was spelled various ways) was 

among several people who were paid $3 

for “maintaining a public watering 

place.” These were troughs along the 

roads for watering the working horses. 

In 1911 a warrant article asked, “if the 

town will appropriate a sum not exceed-

ing fifty dollars to provide a public wa-

tering tub for dumb animals at Wilmot 

Centre.” The same request was made 

for Wilmot Flat in another article. 

In 1919 Wilmot road agents made 

their initial appearance. The first three 

were Myron H. Langley, John T. Pres-

cott, and Ernest H. Howard. Expenses 

were listed below each agent’s name 

and how much was paid out to individu-

als doing road work.  

In the 1920 town report, the bounda-

ries of the road agents’ districts were 

described. Langley’s district, for exam-

ple, “includes New Canada Road, the 

Grafton turnpike [now US. Rt. 4], the 

road from Eagle Pond by Wesley Wood-

ward’s to Danbury town line, except 

that part in Danbury, and all roads 

north of the turnpike except the road 

from Wilmot Center to the corner near 

Lucien Morrill’s [possibly the corner of 

Eagle Pond and North Wilmot roads].” 

Later, William Langley took care of the 

turnpike from Andover to Springfield 

and “the road from Wilmot Center to 

the corner near Lucien Morrill’s.” ֍ 

BOS acts as town 

enforcing agent 

Maviki  Road, a discontinued Class VI road subject to gates and bars, is still a public highway. 

Wilmot Year by Year 
 Before road agents 



 

October 20, 2021 

Select board members Chris Wells and 

Gary Palumbo were committed to keeping 

the property tax rate unchanged from last 

year at $21.14 per $1,000 of assessed value. 

They managed to do this by committing 

$215,963 of the unassigned fund balance to 

fill the gap left between the amount raised 

by taxation and the town’s 2022 expenses. 

That amount constitutes 10.35% of the 

fund balance and leaves $581,909 in that 

account. 

Selectman Tom Schamberg questioned 

whether this tactic was sustainable; could 

the town continue to keep the rate flat and 

withdraw in excess of $200,000 from the 

unassigned balance? 

Palumbo argued that the Capital Im-

provement Program (CIP) has made spend-

ing more predictable, which makes the 

approach acceptable. 

Schamberg suggested committing 

$170,000 from the unassigned balance to 

account for uncertainty in the current econ-

omy and potential wage increases in the 

coming year.  

The final vote was 2-1 with Schamberg 

voting against the $215,963 allocation. 

~ ~ ~ 

The select board heard from Sam Clarke, 

the chief of the Wilmot Volunteer Fire De-

partment, that New London Hospital may 

wish to garage an ambulance in Wilmot. 

The hospital is going acquire a fifth ambu-

lance and needs an additional place to store 

it. 

Shawn Riley, the director of EMS and 

emergency preparedness at New London 

Hospital attended the meeting and told the 

select board that New London ambulance 

service covers seven towns, including Wil-

mot. He said they need a secure, heated 

building to store the proposed fifth ambu-

lance.  

Chief Clarke and EMS director Riley are 

reviewing the space in the building of the 

Wilmot fire company and are of the opinion 

that it will work. In order to have insurance 

coverage, unit operators must be employ-

ees of New London Hospital. At this time 

the unit would be considered New London 

Hospital property stored at WVFC. New 

London Hospital's insurance provider co-

vers their employees and all units. 

Selectman Gary Palumbo asked if the 

expansion of the ambulance fleet would 

impact Wilmot’s contribution for service. 

Riley said that the purchase had been 

planned and so it would not. 

Selectman Chris Wells asked how long 

the arrangement might last. Riley said that 

if things go well, it would continue for the 

foreseeable future. 

Chief Clarke noted that the volume of 

calls has been increasing and having an 

ambulance garaged in Wilmot would im-

prove response time. 

~ ~ ~ 

There are vacancies in the highway de-

partment but road agent Tim Martin is  

going forward with his current crew. The 

town is in the middle of reviewing how it 

provides health care to its employees, so 

Martin would like to wait until that is set-

tled before he hires new personnel. 

It is difficult to find employees because 

other jobs in the private sector that require 

the same skills pay more.  

Selectman Tom Schamberg asked town 

administrator Meghan Foley to bring in 

someone to talk about potential plans. Pa-

lumbo expressed interest in alternatives 

that offered more choice or health plans 

provided more services for the same 

amount of money. 

All board members were clear that bene-

fits would never be cut, but the goal was to 

offer more alternatives. 

~ ~ ~ 

Long-time transfer station supervisor 

Dave Lorden submitted his resignation and 

planned to finish up at the end of October. 

The new transfer station attendant, Jerry 

Williams, who succeeded Jim Merchant, has 

experience at the Salisbury transfer station 

and DES certification.  

In the fall and winter, Wednesdays at the 

transfer station can be managed by one 

person. Highway department staff will help 

when needed on Saturdays. ֍ 

Kimpton Brook viewed from the Kearsarge-Sunapee-Ragged Greenway bridge.  

Select board holds 

2022 tax rate even 

 

Zoning Ordinance Changes 

Wednesday December 8 is the last 

day that the town can accept peti-

tions to amend the zoning ordinance 

for consideration at the 2022 town 

meeting. [RSA675:4 – 90 days prior 

to town meeting]. Petitions can be 
sent to or dropped off at Wilmot 

Town Offices, 9 Kearsarge Valley 

Road. Questions: 603-526-4802. 



October 28, 2021 

The planning board held a public hear-

ing to decide the new use of the former 

GenterCare facility, an old farmhouse 

between NH Route 11 and Ridgewood 

Drive. Blue Water Storage LLC proposed 

using the lot for trailered boat storage 

through this winter and then to build 

storage-unit buildings in phases as need-

ed. The two types of storage were judged 

by the board to be separate uses and 

therefore required separate applications 

and hearings. Only the boat storage was 

considered on October 28. 

Michael Castellini of Blue Water Stor-

age described the site to the board using 

an enlargement of a survey map to point 

out the parts of the lot that would be 

used for boat storage.  The plan would 

observe the setbacks from the property 

lines required by the zoning ordinance 

but otherwise use the entire parcel not 

covered by the existing buildings. 

Access to the property is from Ridge-

wood Drive. Blue Water intends to erect 

fencing along that boundary and to build 

a gate that would be locked.  

Board member Linda Scofield proposed 

adding a condition to any approval that 

would prevent boat storage from becom-

ing a permanent use. Castellini explained 

that his business was really about re-

sponding to demand: the storage units 

would be built and replace the boats as 

the need for them arose. If he was disal-

lowed from continuing the boat storage, 

then the lot would stand vacant until 

there was a need for storage units. He 

said he was not sure about the need for 

boat storage, but he was sure about the 

need for storage units. Castellini said that 

any sort of transition schedule proposed 

by the planning board would be moot. 

Resident Jennifer Johnson stated that 

because Castellini did not live in the town 

he had no vested interest in the appear-

ance of the property. Castellini objected, 

saying that the appearance of his busi-

ness was important to him and that he 

and his partner planned to leave the his-

torical barn in place in order to preserve 

the site’s New England character. He said 

the farmhouse has been too badly cut up 

and altered to preserve. They plan to 

demolish it, although he is looking for 

restoration specialists who might want to 

deconstruct the old building for the herit-

age lumber that is in it. 

Johnson then suggested it was unlikely 

Wilmot residents would use the storage 

units. Resident Russell Jewell, who owns 

Jewell Box Storage, disagreed. He said 

most of his customers were local resi-

dents. 

There was some discussion between 

board members and the applicant as to 

how well the stored boats would be 

screened from motorists passing on the 

highway. Castellini argued that the barn, 

farmhouse, and outbuildings would stay 

in place while the boat storage was ac-

tive, effectively screening the property.  

Scofield expressed concern that they 

boats would be stored with full fuel 

tanks. Castellini said the batteries were 

removed and without a spark there could 

be no fire. Scofield was more concerned 

about fuel leaking into the ground. Cas-

tellini said that he would not accept boats 

that were in poor repair and most people 

did not spend money to store a boat in 

bad shape anyway. 

Jeff Gill made a motion to allow Blue 

Water to store boats and RVs. He stipu-

lated that the existing building should 

remain until the storage buildings were 

constructed. Batteries would have to be 

removed from all stored vehicles. Sco-

field seconded the motion. All were in 

favor. 

During his presentation Castellini also 

went through the proposed plan for 

building construction. Five buildings 

were planned with the first three hidden 

behind the barn and an outbuilding. The 

house would be removed to construct the 

final two. All would be oriented with 

their gable end toward the highway. Cas-

tellini proposed adding historical facades 

to the last two buildings so that they 

would look like houses from the highway. 

~ ~ ~ 

The board discussed adding regula-

tions for privies to the zoning ordinance. 

The discussion was prompted by an in-

quiry from new property owners who 

bought a vacant lot in town. ֍ 

The former Genter Care oxygen storage facility on Ridgewood Drive. Blue Water Storage will 

store trailered boats there temporarily and has proposed constructing storage-unit buildings 

at the site as they are needed. (Photo: Bill Chaisson) 

Boat storage OK’d at former GenterCare 


