MEETING MINUTES

WILMOT BOARD OF SELECTMEN

May 6, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 with Chairwoman Huntoon, Selectman Long and the Administrative Assistant in attendance. Selectman Pelletier was absent from the meeting.
The Minutes and weekly Manifests were reviewed and signed by the Board. 

Discussion Items:
· The Board of Selectmen met with a property owner regarding an abatement application made for the 2008 property taxes.  The Board explained that they had followed the recommendation of Mark Neider, assessor, that the assessed value not be reduced.  A copy of their denial letter was supplied to the applicant, along with an application/instructions on how to appeal the decision to the BTLA, if so desired.  The Board asked Angela to follow up with the assessor in making sure the property was visited, reviewed for his recommendation.

· Russell Jewell and Scott Palmer met with the Board regarding a proposed playground at the ball field.  Mr. Jewell explained that he had obtained several quotes and presented the set he felt would be the best for the money.  According to Mr. Jewell, the total cost would be $13,500 installed and is appropriate for ages 5-12.  General discussion took place over possible layout of a play area, fencing, concrete barriers, etc.  Mary Kay stated that she would like to form a committee for fund raising for long term projects such as a tennis/basket ball court combination. She added that she would like to discuss this when Selectman Pelletier was present before making any decisions.  Mr. Jewell stated that the quote was good until June 1st.  

· The Board announced that Mr. Lee Ford had given them his letter of retirement as road agent for the Town of Wilmot.  Mr. Richard Lee, road agent for New London met with the Board to discuss the process of filling the position.  He suggested that the Board sit down and put together a list of the qualifications they are looking for. Other items discussed, were a job description, wages and benefits, law/regulation changes, etc.  Mr. Lee offered his assistance in soliciting another area road agent to help in the interview process.  Mr. Emerson Colby offered several suggestions to the Board.
· Mr. Lee also discussed the "pay as you throw" program for the transfer station.  He feels that it makes people responsible for their own trash and for recycling more.  He stated that it typically boosts recycling 35-50% from current levels as it directly relates to the cost involved for each household. "The more they recycle the more money they save."  He estimated a cost of $2.28 per bag to cover all of the transfer station costs. Selectwoman Huntoon stated that a big fear was dumping along the sides of the roads.  Mr. Lee responded by saying that was a concern, but it hasn't happened in the towns that have gone to this system. Discussion also 
· took place over the proposed single-stream recycling. Mr. Lee pointed out that they first told everyone that they would pay $10 per ton for the solid waste, but haven't received enough guaranteed tonnage, so they are now projecting a cost to haul it away for every participating Town.  He doesn't feel that it would be a viable option for Wilmot at this point in time.  General discussion took place over how to get the program started, public information/education, initial cost of start up, etc.  Selectman Long will work with Mr. Lee on this project to get the basics going.
· The Officers of the Wilmot Volunteer Fire Company met with the Board regarding a proposed lease agreement between the department and the Town of Wilmot.  Chief Gauthier stated that he was not in favor of the agreement. Doug Rayno added that he knows the fire department used to pay for their own insurance and it was the Town who approached them about changing it back when Richard Lee was the Fire Chief.  He stated that he isn't worried about the $1 from the town, but questioned the necessity of it.  Chief Gauthier asked if they could even lease the equipment to another party without permission from the lien holder.  He reiterated that he didn't think it was appropriate and feels that the fire department is covered due to the warrant article adopted in 1995.  The Board thanked the officers for their time and will check back with the municipal association for their opinion on this matter.
Signature/Discussion Items:
· Building permit for Map 013 lot 027 (Cleveland) for a single family house on Kearsarge Valley Road.
· LUCT for map 011 lot 044-012 owned by Scott Ellison. Lot was purchased and does not have enough acreage to meet the 10-acre minimum required for Current Use status.
· Additional information requested by NH DES for the Wetlands Permit. Angela is working with Charles on getting the information needed.
· Mr. Pierre Bedard sent an email regarding the lot line at the soldier's monument.  The Board authorized this expense to locate the back boundary line for the lot.
· Letter regarding North Wilmot Road property.
· Letter to the Wilmot Historical Society president, Marc Davis (regarding stage curtain restoration proposal).
· Certificate of title for police cruiser was signed by the Board Chair.
· Draft letter to the vet clinics regarding strays.  Angela will re-do the letter for the next meeting.
· Letter of retirement from Mr. Lee Ford, Road agent for Wilmot.
Misc.

Angela updated the Board on several items discussed with Atty. Mark Puffer.

· Recreation committee can do fund raising projects, but all money must be submitted to the Board of Selectmen and held in a special account by the Town Treasurer.  

· The Historical Committee are not an entity of the Town, and therefore can do their own fundraising and not submit the money to the Town. They may pay for the restoration of the stage curtains at the town hall out of their own funds if they so desire.

· Two properties that are in violation of the Town Zoning Ordinance -- Atty. Puffer advised that the Board send certified letters to the property owners clearly outlining which violations exist and the remedial action needed. He suggested setting clear time limits for compliance and spelling out consequences if not followed.
No other business came before the Board.  

Respectfully submitted,

Angela Mahoney

Administrative Assistant

_______________________________________



Mary Kay Huntoon, Chairperson
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