Wilmot Planning Board

Minutes February 1, 2010
Unofficial until voted and approved by the entire Planning Board.

Any conclusions drawn from these minutes may be inaccurate.

Planning Board Members Present:  Fritz Giddings (Chairman), Linda Scofield (Secretary), Mary Kay Huntoon (Selectmen), Bill Hayes, Gary Palumbo, Emerson Colby, Philip Nicholson (Alternate), and Tracy Jordan (Secretary to the Board) Absent: Gavin Campbell (Alternate), Lorrie Sliter (Vice Chairman) and Rachel Ruppel (UVLSPC)
Meeting opened by Fritz Giddings 6:30PM.

1. REVIEW MINUTES of January 4th meeting.  Changes – None
Emerson Colby made a motion to accept the minutes as written, seconded by Linda Scofield, all in favor.  

2. CORRESPONDENCE
Town and City
3. OLD BUSINESS
Planning and Zoning Ordinance Changes

Fritz Giddings – These are set and need to be put in as a warrant article.
Mary Kay Huntton – I would like the building heights wording included.  Fritz Giddings – It cannot be done this year as it needs to go to public hearing.  We will have this for next year.  

Fritz Giddings - The wording is as follows and will be included for next year’s warrant articles.

Height of buildings – “Vertical distance between the maximum heights of the roof to any grade level, as measured on any face of the building.”  With this definition, we can keep the Height Limits pursuant to 3.09 at 35 feet, and keep the enumerated exceptions.
Fritz Giddings – We can do a public hearing on this and if it is accepted next year at Town Meeting then it is effective the date of the public hearing in which the Planning Board accepts the changes.  If we do this, then the Selectmen need to keep this in mind when permits come in throughout this year.  Mary Kay Huntoon - If a building permit comes before the Selectmen, then we will inform them of the new wording for height requirements of a building.

Fritz Giddings – We will hear the change to Building Heights at the March 1st meeting.
4. NEW BUSINESS 
Habitat for Humanity – Tom Guterl and Terry Dancy both part of the construction committee.  Fritz Giddings – This is an informational on their second lot on Campground Road.  Mr. Guterl – Explained the nature of Habitat for Humanity.  These two lots on Campground had to be purchased by Habitat, usually we receive the lots through donation.  Mr. Dancy – It would be very helpful if we could create two lots to build two houses.  We need to know if we will be able to do this.  Mary Kay Huntoon – Understanding is that the original owner wanted to subdivide it into three lots but could not and then Habitat purchased the lots.  Mr. Dancy – We would have shared well and shared septic and we do have the frontage for two separate driveways.  You have 2 acre zoning and subdividing the lot would give us one lot under 2 acres.  Fritz Giddings – Can’t tell you if the ZBA would accept your proposal but this would be a financial hardship which is now a criteria for a variance.  Mary Kay Huntoon – Can they go to the ZBA without coming before the Planning Board?  Fritz Giddings – Yes they can.  You can make an application to the ZBA, as of this year financial hardship is grounds for a variance.  If the ZBA does approve this, then you come back to Planning Board for a subdivision with the ZBA approval.      
Fritz Giddings – Regarding M11 L44-1.  In our regulations we have the authority to retain services of someone to review plans.  There appears to be an issue with the proposed bridge on this lot and how it pertains to the wetlands.  We will review the plans when presented and decide if we need to hire someone to review the plans at the time of the hearing.  
Linda Scofield – Isn’t the engineer licensed?  Fritz Giddings – Found out that if there is a complaint on an engineer plan, then it needs to be made by the Conservation Commission.  They received the plans on the bridge and the Conservation Commission should be looking at this.  They are the town agency that needs to give DES information when there is an issue.  
Fritz Giddings - The applicant will be on the March meeting.  I would like to ask that we have Chief White present at our March meeting?  Please be familiar with the Ordinance, the Site Plan Regulations and the Covenants to Ridgewood Commons.  Mary Kay Huntoon – Do we need our attorney present for this meeting?  Fritz Giddings - No, it is not necessary.  Mary Kay Huntoon made a motion to have the Town Attorney, Mark Puffer, present at the March meeting, seconded by Gary Palumbo.  4 in favor, 1 opposed, and 1 abstained.  Fritz Giddings – I would ask that you have Mark Puffer come a half hour early to go over any questions that the Board has of the attorney before the meeting.      

Linda Scofield – Can we as a Board tell an applicant that we can’t look at an application unless they have approval or documentation as necessary regarding wetlands?  Fritz Giddings – We have typically done that in the past but will not do that on this application.    
5. Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.

Next meeting will be March 1st, 2010 at 6:00pm with town attorney and regular meeting to start at 6:30pm at the Town Offices. 

Tracy Jordan
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