Wilmot Planning Board

Minutes January 4, 2010
Official Minutes approved 02/01/2010

Planning Board Members Present:  Fritz Giddings (Chairman), Lorrie Sliter (Vice Chairwoman), Linda Scofield (Secretary), Mary Kay Huntoon (Selectmen), Bill Hayes, Gavin Campbell, Emerson Colby, Gary Palumbo (Alternate), Rachel Ruppel (UVLSPC) and Angela Mahoney (Administrative Assistant) 
Meeting opened at 6:30 PM by Chairman Fritz Giddings 

1. REVIEW MINUTES of December 7, 2009 meeting.  Change(s): Gary Palumbo from absent to present at meeting. Motion by Lorrie Sliter to accept the minutes as amended; seconded by Emerson Colby; motion passed unanimously.
2. CORRESPONDENCE
NONE
3. PUBLIC HEARING 6:45PM –  Proposed Changes to the Wilmot Zoning Ordinance (copy attached to minutes for archival purposes)
The Board reviewed the proposed changes to the Zoning Ordinance, which were presented by Rachel Ruppel of the UVLSPC.  Under section iii. Commercial District, A.1. "All uses permitted in the Village District..." should read: "All uses permitted in the Residential & Village District" (Add Residential to sentence.)

Discussion took place over building or possible subdivisions on Class VI roads.  It was the general consensus of the Board that class VI roads should be brought up to town specs (up to a class V road) before any new building or subdivisions take place.  In discussing the definition of "low impact," chairman Giddings explained why he felt it should be left up to the interpretation of the PB at the time. He continued by saying the needs of the town will not be the same ten years from now and rather than write something in stone now, let the Planning Board at the time decide.

Under Article IX -- Revise section II-3 as the criteria for a variance has recently changed.  Chairman Giddings informed everyone a recent court case has changed the criteria so that it now includes "financial hardship" in determining a requested variance.  

With no further public input, chairman Giddings closed the public hearing relative to the proposed changes to the Wilmot Zoning Ordinance. Motion by Lorrie Sliter to adopt the Zoning Ordinance as amended; motion was seconded by Gary Palumbo; vote was unanimous to adopt the proposed changes.

4. OLD BUSINESS
· Chairman Giddings noted the Planning Board has received a mylar for the Lunt subdivision; however, he noted it was not corrected to the conditions listed in the PB notice of decision. He stated that it could not be recorded until it was corrected and the town had received a deed with easement (shared driveway) and a listing of the home owners association that was to be formed.
· Chairman Giddings reported that he had discussed the site plan proposed by Scott's Yard Care with Atty. Mark Puffer.  He indicated that Atty. Puffer's advice was to have Mr. Ellison come back in and present the site plan application for lot #12.  Chairman Giddings also added that in doing so, it would nullify the Planning Board's previous decision of not hearing the application; however, it was a chance to start at square one with a clean slate. Motion by Gavin Campbell to adhere to Atty. Puffer's recommendation on the above situation; motion was seconded by Lorrie Slighter: Vote was 6-1 to follow Atty Puffer's recommendations regarding Scott's Yard Care.
5. NEW BUSINESS 
· Mary Kay Huntoon stated that the Board of Selectmen are currently researching wording in other towns (Zoning Ordinance and building requirements) relative to the measurement of a building's height.  Some towns use an "average" from the ground to peak, while others are very specific on where to measure and how the height is calculated.  Currently the Wilmot Zoning Ordinance states: "the height capabilities of the Wilmot Fire Department equipment".  Previously, it had been listed as 35' but was changed to the new definition which is rather vague.  Once a new definition has been discussed with the Fire Chief, the Board will forward proposed new wording to the PB.  The Planning Board will hold a meeting on the 18th to hold a public hearing on changes to only this definition; no other business will be conducted at the meeting. (The meeting for Jan. 18th was not held -- the proposed definition will be added to next year's list of changes to be reviewed by the Planning Board.)
· A brief discussion took place over adding a "Hawker's and Peddler's" Ordinance and permit application.  Angela reported that a resident of Wilmot had been into the office and had asked what he needed to do to get started.  Information packets which include the State of NH definitions/process as well as samples from other towns will be prepared for review.

6. Meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm.

Next meeting will be February 1, 2010 at 6:30 pm at the Town Offices. 

Respectfully submitted,

Angela Mahoney

Administrative Assistant
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