Wilmot Conservation Commission
Once again, there were some changes in the conservation commission membership this year. Brian Faughnan and Geoff Lizotte remain chairman and vice –chairman respectively. Tim Wallace moved from alternate to full member and also became secretary. Richard Lee resigned as an alternate member and his place was taken by Linda Schmidt. Janet Howe remains a full member and Ray Ilg an alternate member. Mary Kay Huntoon is the Selectman’s representative on the commission.  
This year we co-sponsored, with the University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension, a series of workshops for landowners on the topic “Caring For Your Forest.” There were four workshops on consecutive Friday afternoons starting on May 1 on different aspects of woodlot management. Each one began with a lecture at the town hall and then moved to a nearby woodlot for practical instruction. The photo below shows a chainsaw safety demonstration on a Thompson family woodlot off Cross Hill Road. Other co-sponsors were: Londonderry Conservation Commission, NH Timberland Owners Association, NH Division of Forests and Lands, and Quality Deer Management Association.
The committee undertook a study of the new NH workforce housing law passed last year (SB 381). This bill requires that towns do not use regulations to unfairly prevent the building of affordable workforce housing. But they also permit the town some control over where the housing can be located. The WCC proposed creating an overlay layer for workforce housing which would exclude the areas of highest conservation value based on our recently completed Conservation Plan. This project is close to completion and a workforce housing overlay map will be presented to the Planning Board for their use as they consider zoning issues related to this bill.
WCC members attended several meetings and workshops related to conservation. These included a meeting at Kearsarge Regional HS explaining the new WF law and how the towns can meet the requirements of this law, and a Regional GIS Forum in Hanover.  New for this year, Ausbon Sargent Land Preservation Trust sponsored a series of three meetings for regional CC chairs at their headquarters in New London. These meetings were excellent and provided an opportunity for conservation chairmen from the different towns to interact and compare notes.
A WCC bulletin board was prepared and mounted near the entrance to the town office. It contains information and maps about conservation and the Conservation Plan. Finally, please visit our updated web page on the town website, www.wilmotnh.org, click on Town Government, then conservation commission.. By clicking on “CONSERVATION REPORTS AND MAPS” all WCC reports and maps can be viewed.
Respectfully submitted
Brian Faughnan

Chair, Wilmot Conservation Commission
Geoff Lizotte, vice-chairman; Tim Wallace, secretary; Janet Howe, member; Mary Kay Huntoon Selectman’s representative; Ray Ilg and Linda Schmidt, alternate members. 
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Workshop participants are instructed on safe chainsaw practices

