WILMOT ANNUAL TOWN MEETING ( MARCH 10, 2011

The Moderator called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm on Thursday March 10, 2011 with 76 people in attendance to act on the following subjects:

The Moderator, Mr. Charles Thompson made an announcement that the Town will be starting a new tradition this year. During the pledge of allegiance we will be getting a group picture taken.  This year Marc Davis will be taking the picture.

The Moderator thanked Scott Carpenter on behalf of the Town of Wilmot for all his work as an EMT and for his search and rescue work.  Scott received the award for Outstanding EMS Technician of the year by the NH Police, Fire and EMS Foundation and was recognized by Governor John Lynch.  Mr. Carpenter led us in the pledge of allegiance.

Mr. Thompson explained the order of the meeting and the rules of procedure.

 The Moderator gave the results of Tuesday’s election and announced that Article 3 would be the first to be discussed:

 ARTICLE 3: After the Moderator read the article, Chairman Long made the motion to accept Article 3 as written “to see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of one million two hundred forty three thousand six hundred four dollars ($1,243,604.00) necessary to defray Town charges for the ensuing year.” The article was recommended by the Selectmen. The motion was seconded by Selectman Huntoon.  Selectman Huntoon read the breakdown of the budget and explained increases and decreases as necessary.  John Morse asked questions about the mowing of the town cemeteries and why the highway crew stopped doing it.  Chairman Long said that it wasn’t cost effective and said the 2011 bid for mowing was 11,200.  Long said that if the highway department did the mowing they would need to hire more staff. More discussion followed. Amber Gove had questions on the mowing bids and made it clear that she was not in favor of putting the mowing out to bid. Article 3 passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE 4: After the Moderator read the article, Selectman Huntoon made the motion to accept Article 4 as written “to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) to be placed in the expendable Paving Trust Fund established in 2007 for the purpose of paving Wilmot town-owned roads.” The article was recommended by the Selectmen. Selectman Brodich seconded the motion.  Selectman Huntoon stated that the Road Agent did ask for money to be put in the paving budget and considered a few roads to be paved but because of the economy they would revisit his request next year. Article 4 passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE 5: After the Moderator read the article, Selectman Brodich made the motion to accept Article 5 as written,” to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) to be placed in the Police Cruiser Capital Reserve Fund for the purpose of purchasing a police vehicle”. The article was recommended by the Selectmen. The motion was seconded by Huntoon. Emerson Colby asked for clarification of the Auditor’s report on page 60 in the 2010 annual town report. The auditor stated that the capital reserves voted on at town meeting were not transferred into the respectable accounts.  Selectman Brodich said that these issues are being addressed now and all warrant articles voted on today would be transferred to the appropriate capital reserve accounts. Article 5 passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE 6: After the Moderator read the article, Chairman Long made the motion to accept Article 6 as written “to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) to be placed in the Equipment Capital Reserve Fund for the purpose of purchasing highway vehicles and associated equipment. This article was recommended by the Selectmen.  The motion was seconded by Selectman Huntoon. Kane Koby asked “what kind of equipment is the town planning on purchasing?”  Chairman Long answered by saying that the money will go into a fund and the town will purchase equipment when necessary.  Chairman Long also answered another question from Mr. Koby about the truck that was purchased last year. Kane’s question was why did we vote on a half ton truck without a plow and bought a three-quarter ton with a plow. Chairman Long explained that the Road Agent found a better deal for a bigger truck and one with a plow and it came in handy this year because one of the plow trucks broke down. The Road Agent did not spend any more money than what was voted on.  Article 6 passed by voice vote.
ARTICLE 7: After the Moderator read the article, Selectman Huntoon made the motion to accept Article 7 as written, ”to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand ($5,000.00) to be placed in the expendable trust fund established in 2009 known as the Water Draft Sites Fund for the purpose of installing and repairing water draft sites for fire suppression/fighting.” This article was recommended by the Selectmen.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Long.  Selectman Huntoon spoke on the article and explained that the Selectmen will be working with the Fire Department to install and repair dry hydrants in the town as necessary.  Selectman Huntoon also said that they are planning to finish the installation of two dry hydrants this year, one at Chase Pond and the other one at Eagle Pond. Article 7 passed by voice vote.
ARTICLE 8: After the Moderator read the article, Selectman Brodich made the motion to accept Article 8 as written, “to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of five thousand ($5,000.00) to be placed in the Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund for the purposes of town-wide revaluation.”  This article was recommended by the Selectmen.  There was some discussion on the article and Chairman Long explained that this money is to save for the next town wide revaluation.  The motion was seconded by Selectman Huntoon. Article 8 passed by hand vote.
ARTICLE 9: After the Moderator read the article, Chairman Long made the motion to accept Article 9 as written, “to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of five hundred ($500.00) to be placed in the Forestry Truck Capital Reserve Fund, established for the purposes of purchasing a forestry vehicle.” This article was recommended by the Selectmen. The motion was seconded by Selectman Huntoon. Tim Wallace asked if the Fire Chief would tell him what the age of the forestry truck was and the life expectancy of the vehicle. Chief Rayno, also the Fire Warden answered by stating the truck is a 2003 and it should last for 20 years. Article 9 passed by voice vote. 

ARTICLE 10: After the Moderator read the article, Selectman Huntoon made the motion to accept Article10 as written, “to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of five hundred ($500.00) to be placed in the Expendable Recreation Fund, created in 2005 for the purposes of creating a new Recreation Facility.”  This article was recommended by the Selectmen. Chairman Long seconded the motion. Selectman Huntoon spoke on the article and explained that the recreation facility is actually the playground next to the ball field on Route 11 and there is no swingset at the playground.  The Town would like to purchase a swing set.  Article 10 passed by voice vote.
ARTICLE 11: After the Moderator read the article, Selectman Brodich made the motion to accept Article 11 as written, “to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of sixty two thousand dollars ($62,000.00) for the purpose of funding operations for the Wilmot Volunteer Fire Department and the Wilmot F.A.S.T. Squad. This article was recommended by the Selectmen.  The motion was seconded by Selectman Huntoon. No discussion.  Article 11 passed by hand vote.

ARTICLE 12: After the Moderator read the article, Chairman Long made the motion to accept Article 12 as written, “to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) to be put into the Fire Truck Capital Reserve Fund for the replacement of a fire truck.  This article was recommended by the Selectmen.  The motion was seconded by Selectman Huntoon. Chief Rayno spoke on the article and said that one of the apparatus, which is a 1978 vehicle will need to be replaced in 2015 according to the Capital Improvement Plan that was started eight to ten years ago. Article 12 passed by voice vote.

ARTICLE 13: After the Moderator read the article, Selectman Huntoon made the motion to accept Article 13 as written, “to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of thirty thousand nine hundred ninety five dollars ($30,995.00) for the purpose of purchasing a LifePack for the F.A.S.T. Squad. This article was recommended by the Selectmen.  Doug Rayno asked to have the article amended to “to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty-nine thousand dollars ($29,000.00) for the purpose of purchasing a LifePack for the F.A.S.T. Squad.”  Barbara Sanborn asked if there was training on using the LifePack for the fast squad? Chief Rayno said yes there is and there are different trainings for different levels of EMTs. Chief Rayno asked Karl Bjorklund to speak on the article since Rayno is not medically trained.  Bjorklund explained that the Life Pack is a monitor used by the rescue squads to analyze heart problems.  It is a vital tool, which all the surrounding towns have but Wilmot does not. Linda Scofield asked about leasing and renting and Karl said they did look into that but buying it is the way to go.  Karl said that one of the justifications for spending the money is that the town can trade it in for a newer product later on down the road. Kent Wheeler from New London Hospital said that the company only rents if someone is to rent more than one so it is over 60,000 for a rental. Ken Higgins asked if there are software updates included in the price.  Karl Bjorklund said that all the updates are included in the price but said he can’t say that there definitely won’t be some charge.  Ken Higgins asked if there was a maintenance charge.  Peter Burghardt answered that by saying they are still negotiating the costs on the maintenance fees.  Karl said that there is a need for the Life Pack because the ambulance is limited to their response because they only have two vehicles and Wilmot Fire dept has limited resources for a cardiac event. After some more discussion on the LifePack, article 13 passed by voice vote.
 ARTICLE 14: After the Moderator read the article, Selectman Huntoon made the motion to accept Article 14 as written, “to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of three thousand five hundred dollars ($3,500.00) for the purpose of supporting and funding the Wilmot Historical Society’s purchase of equipment and software to create and organize permanent records of Wilmot’s collection and personal recordings of its citizens, most of which are now irreplaceable.” This article was recommended by the Selectmen.  Chairman Long seconded the motion.  Article 14 passed by hand vote.

ARTICLE 15: After the Moderator read the article, Selectman Huntoon made the motion to accept Article 15 as written, “to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum twenty four thousand seven hundred two dollars ($24,702.00) for the purpose of supporting and funding services of the New London Hospital Ambulance.”  The Selectmen recommended this article.  Kent Wheeler from New London Hospital explained that the fees are based on last year’s service to Wilmot.  Article 15 passed by voice vote.
ARTICLE 16: After the Moderator read the article, Selectman Huntoon made the motion to accept Article 16 as written, “to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) for the purpose of supporting The Wilmot Learning Place.” This article was recommended by the Selectmen. Selectman Brodich seconded the motion.  Article 16 passed by voice vote. 

ARTICLE 17: After the Moderator read the article, Selectman Huntoon made the motion to accept Article 17 as written, “to see if the Town will vote to raise three thousand six hundred forty nine dollars ($3,649.00) for the purpose of supporting and funding the services of the Lake Sunapee Region Visiting Nurse Association.  This article was recommended by the Selectmen.  Selectman Huntoon asked to amend the article to read “to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum three thousand six hundred forty nine dollars ($3,649.00) for the purpose of supporting and funding the services of the Lake Sunapee Region Visiting Nurse Association. Selectman Huntoon explained that the amendment is just to add “and appropriate the sum of” to be a legitimate warrant article.  After some compliments of the LSVNA great services, Article 17 passed by hand vote.  

ARTICLE 18: After the Moderator read the article, Selectman Huntoon made the motion to accept Article 18 as written “to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of three thousand four hundred thirty two dollars ($3,432.00) for the purpose of supporting and funding the services of the Community Action Program. This article was recommended by the Selectmen. Linda Scofield asked what the CAP does and Chairman Long read the letter of request to explain why and how they work.  Alice Chandler clarified by saying that CAP helps the residents of our town with their fuel and electric bills.  Mrs. Chandler said that we definitely get our money’s worth and more.  Article 18 passed by voice vote.
ARTICLE 19: After the Moderator read the article, Chairman Long made the motion to accept Article 19 as written, “to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500.00) for the purpose of supporting and funding the services of the Kearsarge Area Council on Aging.” This article was recommended by the Selectmen.  The motion was seconded by Selectman Brodich.  Article 19 passed by show of hands.
ARTICLE 20: After the Moderator read the article, Selectman Brodich made the motion to accept Article 20 as written, “to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of five hundred ($500.00) for the purpose of supporting and funding the CASA program.” This article was recommended by the Selectmen. The motion was seconded by Chairman Long.  Phil Mares asked the Selectmen to explain what CASA is.  Selectman Brodich explained that CASA stands for a Court Appointed Special Advocate and CASA is there to be the voice of the child in court. It is a group of adult volunteers looking out for the interest of neglected and abused children that are involved with the court system. Article 20 passed by voice vote.
ARTICLE 21: After the Moderator read the article, Chairman Long made the motion to accept Article 21 as written, "Shall the town vote to formally discontinue expendable trust fund account # 210365240 also known as the “Soldier’s Monument Trust Fund” which was created in 2004 for the purpose of assessment, restoration and maintenance of the monument.” Selectman Huntoon seconded the motion and explained that the account is getting closed just for “housekeeping” purposes. Article 21 passed by hand vote. 

ARTICLE 22: After the Moderator read the article, Selectman Huntoon made the motion to accept Article 22 as written, “to transact any other business that may come before said meeting.” Chairman Long seconded the motion. Selectman Huntoon thanked Karl Bjorklund for his service to the town.  Karl is retiring from the Wilmot Police Department and moving to Maine. Selectman Huntoon also reported that the staff at the town office is growing out of that space and is in need of a larger building.  The Selectmen are looking into building a new town office.

  After thanking all the current and past volunteers, Selectman Huntoon advised that we are always looking for new volunteers. People can call the town office for more information.

Chief White thanked Karl Bjorklund again and got a standing ovation.

The meeting adjourned at 8:53 by motion of Selectman Huntoon and seconded by Kathleen LaVallee.

Respectfully submitted by

Rhonda L. Gauthier, Town Clerk
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